plugs were located.  If someone came around the front of the
power center, he would have to walk along the two foot wide
path between the power center and pit to reach the power
switches on the left"back side.  In the event he came around
the back, he would need to walk around the power cables that
were staked and wired off and then up ^the two .foot path along
the power cables to the left back side of the power center
where the switches for the cables were located.

36.  Due to weather conditions that time of yearf the
walkway around the power center was extremely wet and muddy.
The slope between the pathway and vertical highwall was also
muddy and not safe to walk on.

37.. Access to the power center would be required at least
twice a shift to energize the cables at the start of the shift
and de-energize them at the end of the shift.  If any problems
with equipment were encountered during a shift, personnel would
be required to travel to the power center more often to remove
the power. Whenever a piece of equipment would break down, the
power would have to be removed from the equipment to work on
it.

*38.  The MSHA inspector and union walkaround observed two
men working on the power center during the time that they were
in this area.. They were electricians who were repairing a
problem with a ground fault system.

39.  The power center had been in this location and in
operation fox approximately two to five days before the MSHA
order was issued*

401.  This area is required to be examined daily during
on-shift examinations by certified personnel.  The assistant
shift foreman, John Vevilock, was responsible for this area and
had conducted the on-shift examination that day.  He was also
working in the area at the time the order was issued.

41.  The wet, muddy, rocky conditions in the walkway along
side of the power center and trailing cables presented a

slipping hazard.

42.  The conditions around the power center presented a
serious hazard that someone could stop or fall in the walkway
and continue slipping down the incline into the pit below.  A
person falling down the slope and over the highwall could be
seriously injuried or killed.
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